
Today’s Readings: Acts 1:1–11; Psalm 47:2–3, 6–7, 8–9; 
Ephesians 1:17–23; Matthew 28:16–20. In both Jewish and 
Gentile writings revered people were sometimes shown 
being taken up into heaven. Their ascension was a metaphor 
for divine approval. Luke draws on this imagery to show not 
only that God approves of Jesus but that Jesus shares God’s 
power. Having ascended, Jesus is spiritually and sacramen-
tally present at all times and in all places.

In Acts, the disciples are uncertain what to do once 
Jesus has ascended. Two men dressed in white must explain 
the significance of the event, just as in Luke’s Gospel two 
men in white explained the significance of the empty tomb. 
In Matthew’s account of the Gospel, the disciples are also 

uncertain about all that is happening. They worship the 
Risen Lord, but “they doubted.” Perhaps they struggled to 
believe that Jesus really would remain with them.

When we feel hesitant and doubtful, we are reassured 
by those first followers of Jesus, who also struggled yet went 
forth to share the Gospel. They chose to trust their Lord. 
They embraced the Spirit he sent them and rejoiced in their 
deepening knowledge of God and God’s love for the world. 
By remaining one with Christ, who has authority over all, 
they became part of God’s new creation and now share in the 
Father’s glory. It is now our turn, as fellow members of 
Christ’s Body, the Church, to show others that Christ remains 
in the world and to invite them to be part of his reign.

Sunday, May 24, 2020
For All Time

God Most High
God Most High,
you gave authority over heaven and earth 

to your Son.
He now fills all creation with his presence
to the glory of your name.
He guides and governs us
as the head of his body, the Church,
and he brings our needs before you.

In him we pray—
deepen our love for you,
fill us with the knowledge and wisdom 

we need
to live as true disciples,
and strengthen our hope in the age to come.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Solemnity of the 
Ascension of the Lord
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This Week at Home
Monday, May 25
Fill Us
Although Jesus’ disciples think they understand him, Jesus 
insists that their understanding is incomplete: during his pas-
sion, they will abandon him. Only with the gift of the Holy 
Spirit will they find the courage to stay faithful. 
By contrast, Paul encounters men who have not heard of 
the Holy Spirit but who are well prepared to receive this gift. 
We need both the Spirit and the formation of our faith 
community to guide us forward. Pray for the Spirit to fill you 
and your faith community. Today’s Readings: Acts 19:1–8; 
Psalm 68:2–3ab, 4–5acd, 6–7ab; John 16:29–33.

Tuesday, May 26
Imitators
There are similarities between Paul’s journey to Jerusalem 
and Jesus’ preparations for his passion. In John’s account of 
the Gospel, Jesus gives a long farewell discourse in which he 
talks with his disciples about all that is going to happen. Paul 
also makes a formal farewell before facing the hardships that 
await him. As he says goodbye, Paul urges his listeners to 
imitate Jesus just as he has. Hear more of Paul’s heartfelt 
words by reading all or part of his letter to the Philippians. 
Today’s Readings: Acts 20:17–27; Psalm 68:10–11, 20–21; 
John 17:1–11a.

Wednesday, May 27
Set Apart
In the Gospel passage, the word world refers to all that opposes 
God. As Jesus continues his prayer to the Father, he speaks 
about how his followers are set apart from the world. He prays 
that God will further consecrate or sanctify them to continue 
his work of sharing the truth of God’s love. Paul also was set 
apart for God’s work, and he reminded others to remain stead-
fast in holiness. In what concrete ways can you set yourself 
apart from the world? Today’s Readings: Acts 20:28–38; 
Psalm 68:29–30, 33–35a, 35bc–36ab; John 17:11b–19.

Thursday, May 28
That All May Be One
Religion, sadly, often divides people instead of uniting them. 
The Pharisees and Sadducees disagreed on whether there 
was any kind of afterlife. Disagreements about beliefs and 
practices persist among Christians today. Such division com-
pels us to bow our heads and echo Jesus’ prayer for unity. 
Today’s Readings: Acts 22:30; 23:6–11; Psalm 16:1–2a and 
5, 7–8, 9–10, 11; John 17:20–26.

Friday, May 29
In the Hands of Others
In Luke’s Gospel account, Jesus tells his disciples that 
they will be handed over to kings and governors (21:12–13). 
In the passage from Acts, Paul is in the hands of the local 
governor who consults on his case with the king. In today’s 
Gospel passage, Jesus tells Peter that one day Peter will be 
arrested and crucified. Centuries later, Christians still come 
into conflict with those in authority. Pray for those who are 
attacked or imprisoned because of their faith. Today’s 
Readings: Acts 25:13b–21; Psalm 103:1–2, 11–12, 19–20ab; 
John 21:15–19.

Saturday, May 30
The Work Continues
As we near the end of our Easter season, we hear the conclu-
sions to the Acts of the Apostles and the Gospel according to 
John. Paul has arrived at Rome, in fulfillment of Jesus’ 
prophecy that his followers would be his witnesses through-
out the world. Today Christian missionaries have crossed 
oceans to enter new regions and share the story of salvation. 
John’s Gospel notes that Jesus said and did far more than any 
book could contain. The Jesus who has risen, ascended to his 
Father, and filled us with his Spirit continues his mission 
through us. May the good work we do in Jesus’ name fill 
more volumes than could ever be written. Today’s Readings: 
Acts 28:16–20, 30–31; Psalm 11:4, 5 and 7; John 21:20–25.




